
Best Paper award on Green Meetings at ICES 2012 
 

The International Convention and Exposition Summit was held last week (22 – 24th May) in 
the Hotel Icon, Hong Kong. The event attracted delegates from industry and academia from 
around the world.   

The winner of the Journal of Convention and Event Tourism Best Paper award was a paper 
entitled ‘An Attendee Perspective of Green Meetings’, jointly written by Dr Bongkosh 
Rittichainuwat (Siam University, Bangkok, Thailand) and Dr Judith Mair (Monash 
University, Melbourne, Australia). This is one of many papers to result from collaboration 
between these two researchers in the area of MICE.  

The paper reported on initial research carried out in Thailand examining the attendee 
perspective of green meetings. We already know that many event organisers and venue 
providers have been working hard in recent times to become more green, or sustainable. 
However, we have little research to show whether attendees at events are positive about these 
green initiatives.  

This paper showed that broadly speaking, attendees are indeed in favour of green meetings. 
In particular, attendees welcomed the following ideas: 

 Holding conventions in locations with on-site accommodation, to cut down on carbon 
emissions from transportation  

 Eating locally-sourced food 
 Recycling notepaper from previous events 

However, attendees are still not particularly willing to trade off their convenience for 
sustainability, and while many attendees are in favour of green meetings, few would be 
willing to pay extra for them. Of course, many green initiatives cost less than their traditional 
counterparts and so there is no real need for green meetings to cost more. 

Of all the attendees surveyed, sponsors were least willing to be part of a green meeting, and 
rated all the green variables as less important than other attendees did. Further investigation 
showed that some sponsors perceive green meetings to be less exclusive than traditional 
meetings and would be less interested in sponsoring them. This could be an issue for event 
organisers who rely on income from sponsors. 

The paper recommends that further research be undertaken, particularly with sponsors, in 
order to understand why they are less in favour of green meetings, and to find out what can 
be done to reassure them that their brand will not suffer from being associated with green 
meetings – in fact, the opposite may be the case. 
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